THE    LAST   DAYS    OF   MADRID

Great Britain and the United States to abandon us, as
they did. It is beyond doubt that these facts came to the
knowledge of the Governments of these three countries,
and gave the impression that Republican Spain was at the
mercy of this party.

These "friendly advisers" exercised authority just as
much in the Air Force, and in the Tank Corps. I can
state clearly that during the whole war neither the Air
Force nor the Tank Corps was controlled by the Minister
of National Defence, nor in consequence by the Central
General Staff. The Minister and his Staff were not even
aware of the quantity and types of their machines and
only knew the situation of those which were used in actual
operations. In the same way the Minister and his Staff
were not aware of the situation, and even of the existence,
of a great number of unknown "flying fields" (aerodromes)
maintained in secret by the "friendly advisers" and
certain of the Aviation Chiefs who were entirely in their
confidence.

On one occasion as Temporary Chief of the Central
General Staff I had to give information on the general
situation before the Higher Council of War, at which were
present Largo Caballero, Prime Minister and Minister
of War, Indalecio Prieto, Minister of Marine and
Air Minister, and Garcia Oliver, Minister of Justice.
Among other things I told them that I thought the
moment had come in which the Air Force, as well as the
Tank Corps, should be under the absolute authority of the
General Staff, in the first place in order to be in accord-
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